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From the Chairman 

Cover Picture:  Dar Młodzieży (a Polish sailing training ship) 

There are times in one’s life when the question of knowing one can think 
differently - and perceive differently - is absolutely necessary if one is to 
go on thinking, and [thinking] reflectively, at all. (Foucault)  
 

I am writing this almost immediately after attending my first National 
Conference and AGM along with Shelagh Woolliscroft and David 
Rance, our present and recent past Vice Chairman. Delegates from 
all over the UK numbered around 250. There were nine attending 
from Northern Ireland, where only a few years ago there was little or 
no U3A presence. It was no surprise to meet a strong Welsh  
contingent and more came from the area to the AGM. Swansea U3A 
members, with blue and gold sashes, had been drawn in to act as 
hosts and general “guides” and their Choir Group welcomed us on 
Saturday evening with a rousing first number “Consider yourself at 
Home”. Indeed, they continued throughout to make us feel “one of 
the family”. 
 

Over the weekend there were three guest speakers, Professor  
Richard Davies, Vice Chancellor, Swansea University; Professor 
Danny Saunders, Lifelong Learning, University of Glamorgan; and 
the Guardian Further Education Editor, Peter Kingston, who braved 
the elements and the traffic to arrive from London just in time for his 
lecture on the last morning. It was a full programme with a 9.00 am 
start (8.30 am on the second day). On the Sunday we were still in 
Discussion Groups at 6.00 pm! It was initially confusing for us to hear 
some U3As also being called “Groups” even by National Officers. 
 

You are recommended to read all about it in the next U3A News. All  
I will say here is that the experience was worthwhile and thought  
provoking. From informal and formal discussions the message from 
the grass roots was of ever growing membership and some  
interesting initiatives. Universities in Wales appear to be particularly 
welcoming to local U3As, with offers of meeting rooms without charge 
as well as volunteer academic speakers. For example, Swansea are 
given University premises for a number of their activities and this may 
have set a precedent for others in Wales. It may be significant that 
the Vice Chancellor is believed to be their President (no pun  
intended). Wrexham members were able to use the University  
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Sheffield U3A News Update 

 

Executive Committee Report 

 

The Committee meeting on 5 September was a lively one. Much of 
the discussion centred on progress or ongoing plans reported 
separately in this issue. 

refectory for meals, provided they produced evidence of current U3A 
membership. More often from elsewhere was the more familiar  
problem of increasing charges for church halls and publicly owned 
premises. Equally it seemed that filling Committee posts was a  
common concern. But the continued emphasis in discussion overall 
was on the valuable social aspects of whatever the membership 
themselves considered as their continued learning and the firm  
conviction that we all had different needs whilst sharing similar aims.   
 

How to bring in people from between the ages of 50-60 – with a very 
different perception of what, or even when, was the “third age” was  
a „platform‟ question. Also the Third Age Trust  Chairman put forward 
a National Executive perspective not shared by everyone present –  
that of making official contacts nationally and becoming known to 
government and other policy makers as an authoritative voice of 
older people alongside other U3A campaigning bodies.   
 

Later there will be more for the Committee to report on National  
Office matters of specific importance to Sheffield, but for now I will  
finish with yet again a reminder on matters of immediate local  
importance – to fill a Committee vacancy next year for Publicity  
Coordinator and also to ask those groups who regularly rely on the 
Equipment Officer whether they can especially help with finding 
someone to take over this essential but non Committee role next  
year (see page 12 for details).   
 

Just enough space to hope you are all looking forward to continuing 
your chosen activities after the so-called summer.  I also wonder 
whether there might be an Indian summer ahead despite shortening 
daylight hours – and you can interpret that in whatever way appeals 
to you. 
 

Joan Keogh 



 

 3 

Other matters included -  
 

Car sharing on SU3A trips: following members‟ enquiries, our  
research on this together with the National Committee guidelines 
confirm that petrol costs can be shared equally between the driver 
and all passengers; but the driver must not make a profit from such 
an arrangement (full details on page 7). 
 

Computer Basics for Seniors: National Office have run out of 
copies of the manual and have decided not to reprint, as their view 
is that it would be too costly. However, they have made more  
copies of the CD-ROM, which is the electronic version of the  
manual. The Committee believes this is less helpful to beginners, 
so the delegates attending the U3A Annual Conference / AGM will 
be lobbying for a reprint.  We will let you know how they got on. 
 

The Committee has learned that Mount Pleasant is closing and  
efforts are being made by the General Coordinators about other 
suitable venues for the SU3A Groups that currently meet there. 
 

There have been frequent suggestions that Links be published in 
colour, so the Editor has investigated the costs involved. Whilst it 
would be preferred to publish in colour, not only would the cost of a 
colour version more than triple the current publishing costs but the 
postage would also more than double. As it would not be an  
efficient use of SU3A funds, the Committee therefore decided that 
Links will continue to be published in black and white. 
 

In answer to a member‟s question it was confirmed that the  
Equipment Officer keeps an inventory of all equipment owned by 
SU3A, whether held centrally or by individuals. An annual return is 
made to the Treasurer. 
 

It was agreed that SU3A will support the Sheffield Walking Festival 
planned for 2009. Approval was also given for a new publicity 
leaflet format designed to enhance SU3A‟s public image. 
 

The date and venue for next year‟s AGM was approved for 
Wednesday 22 April 2009 at the United Reformed Church Hall. 
This meeting place has been inspected by members of the Working 
Party and was viewed favourably. It was agreed as centrally  
accessible for both public and private transport and suitable for 
wheelchair access. 
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A Fun Evening 

at the 

 

 

 
 

 

presented 

by the one and only 
 

PETER CHATTERTON 
 

at Esporta Leisure Centre, Archer Road, Sheffield 

on Saturday 8 November 2008 
 

Open from 7.00pm for quiz to start at 7.30pm  

 

Pea and Pie Supper 

or vegetarian option 

Tickets £7.00 (includes quiz and supper) 

 

Entry by ticket only 

(form at the end of this issue of Links) 
 

No more than six in a team, please 

Teams can be arranged on the night 
 

Ample parking and bar facilities available 

 

For further information please contact  

Marion Edmondson  

 



 

 5 

Sheffield Walking Festival 2009 

 

Sheffield will again host a Walking Festival next year - from 30 May 
to 7 June (the same period as this year). As before, one of the aims 
will be to encourage more walkers and walking in our city. Another - 
and this involves SU3A more particularly - is that it should be a 
celebration of walking as a healthy, enjoyable and worthwhile  
activity in its own right. The Executive Committee has agreed that 
we should take part. 
 

The willingness of our Walking Groups to organise and lead the 
Sheffield Country Walk and the challenging walk to Margery Hill 
this year was much appreciated. I hope that Walking Groups will 
wish to take part once again and that all Groups will make their 
walk during the Festival period a celebratory one. 
 

In addition, other SU3A Groups - Archaeology, Bird Watching, Local 
History, Natural History to suggest but a few - may like to consider 
incorporating a local walk encompassing their subject into their  
programmes covering the Festival period. Such walks would  
necessarily be open to the public and be publicised in the Festival 
programme - so helping to promote U3A in general and SU3A in 
particular. 
 

Finally, farewell. I am giving up representing SU3A on the Sheffield 
Walking Forum and passing the baton, so to speak, to the very  
capable hands of Stella Longden. My very sincere thanks to all 
SU3A walkers, Walking Groups and their Coordinators, and to the 
Executive Committee for their generous support over the past four 
years. 
 

Julian Oakley 

Committee approval in principle was given to funding proposed 
plans for occasional one-off meetings on environmental issues. 
These would be in conjunction with Frank Abel‟s existing Group  
activities and intended as of wider interest to SU3A members  
generally.  
 

Vera Dyer 
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The following items are available from the National Office. To     
order individually and in bulk please send a cheque (payable 
to The Third Age Trust) for the appropriate amount. Send 
your order, including your return address, postcode and            
confirmation that you are a Sheffield U3A member, to:  

 

The Third Age Trust, The Old Municipal Buildings,  
19 East Street, Bromley, Kent BR1 1WE. 

U3A Engagement Calendar 2009  

The twelve winning pictures from the 2008 U3A Photography     
Competition have been transformed into the U3A 2009  
calendar. The price per calendar is £5, including postage. The 
theme was Images of Water. 

U3A Diaries 2009  

U3A 2009 diaries are now available at a cost of  £1.90 each,      
including postage. The size is 3.5 x 6 inches with a page 
marker, perforated page corners and mid blue cover. The 
week begins on a Monday and each double page spread has 
seven days to the left and a notes page to the right.  

U3A  Shop 

Computer Basics for Seniors -  

A Beginners Introduction to  

Computers and the Internet 

 

The self help manual is currently out of print, and may not be  
reprinted. However, copies of the manual on CD-ROM can be  
purchased, priced £2.50, including postage.  
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Car Sharing 

 

Many members have raised concerns as to the legal position  
related to sharing car travel expenses / petrol costs when travelling 
to SU3A events and activities. Advice has been sought from both 
The Third Age Trust  (TAT) and The Automobile Association (AA). 
 

TAT have informed us that “There is no U3A insurance that covers 
journeys in cars, it would be down to the individuals car insurance. 
The answer to your query on petrol costs.  It would be a good idea if  
your committee set down rules for this for the future, however the 
cost should be shared by the amount of people in the car including 
the driver.  Petrol costs are 40p per mile.” 
 

The AA Motoring Content Manager replied “ One of the principle 
aims of car sharing is to share costs though you can get into legal 
and/or taxation difficulties if you make a profit at the expense of your 
passengers. 

The following from the DfT (Department for Transport Ed.) 

The main characteristic of a vehicle which is being used legitimately 
under the car sharing rules is that the total of any charges should be 
agreed in advance and must not exceed the running costs (including 
wear and tear and depreciation) of the vehicle for the journey. In 
other words, it is a form of transport which is provided by volunteers 
who do not make a profit from the service. 

The rules governing car sharing are contained in section 1(4) of the 
Public Passenger Vehicles Act 1981. A useful leaflet about how 
these schemes work has been prepared by the Community      
Transport Association and can be accessed on their website:    
http://www.ctauk.org/index.aspx?id=104  (the relevant document is 
"Using MPVs and Smaller Vehicles"). 

You should talk direct to your insurer. “ 

The sum of £0.40 is referred to as this is the current maximum  
approved rate above which HM Customs and Revenue considers a 
profit is made and income tax is due. The Executive Committee  
currently reimburses £0.35 per mile for travel on SU3A business. 

http://www.ctauk.org/index.aspx?id=104
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Publicity Poster Competition 

 

Fancy yourself as a poster artist? 
Take an active interest in Sheffield U3A? 
Are you creative? 

 

SU3A is offering a £15 prize for the most suitable entry. It can  
incorporate paint, inks, collage, computer graphics or photography;  
but must be A4 size and include one of the following wordings: 

 

TREE OF KNOWLEDGE 

WINDOWS ON RETIREMENT 

THIRD AGERS DO IT IN GROUPS 
 

Your poster must also include space for the wording SHEFFIELD U3A 
to be inserted later by the Executive Committee. Entries must be  
received by 31 October 2008 by post to - 

 

Peter Barclay, 14 Clarendon Court, Carr Bank Lane, Sheffield S11 7FN 
 

Please mark envelopes Poster - Please do not Fold. On the back of 
any artwork, please show your name, SU3A number and telephone 
number. There is no charge for entry and no limit on the number of  
submissions, but do follow the set themes please. Submitted designs 
may be used for SU3A publicity purposes. 

Booming Populations 

 

After the war, the British population boomed. Those babies have 
become part of the retiring population entering U3A for the first 
time. But what will happen to an older population in 15 or 20 years 
as the need for more care and medical attention increases? For 
certain we‟ll be using the bathroom more frequently. 
 

Already a great deal of research has identified the needs of that 
older age range. Conditioned by a consumer society people will  
demand more. They have been used to travel and increasing  
technology and will expect better home surroundings than their  
parents provided.  During the next two years the Design Research 
Centre at Sheffield Hallam University, in conjunction with Sheffield 
U3A, will be looking closely at these problems. At present the team 
will be considering the poor quality of bathroom equipment  
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currently available. The project will include simple prototypes of 
bathroom equipment which the Hallam staff would like to evaluate. 
Within the next few months we‟d like visit a number of people over 
the age of 55 in their own homes to learn about the issues they 
face. 
 

If you have strong feelings or suggestions about these matters and 
would like to help, please telephone me at home or by email  
(publicityofficer@sheffieldu3a.org.uk). I‟ll be pleased to hear from 
you. 
 

Peter Barclay ……………………..………………….  

Group News 

Environment II - 

New members required 

 

Environment II meets fortnightly on a Thursday morning in a private 
house near High Storrs School.  We have lost members this year 
due to moving and ill-health, so we have some vacancies.  
 

Our meetings are on topical subjects, occasionally led by outside 
speakers, occasionally by members.  Besides these, we have a 
regular cuttings session, when members are asked to bring a short 
newspaper or magazine cutting on an environmental topic to  
present to the Group. All sessions provoke questions and  
discussion, so it‟s important that you should enjoy taking part in 
that sort of meeting. 
 

For further information, please contact the Coordinator. 
 

Frank Abel ……………...…. Coordinator ……….…  

Country Dancing 

 

There are at present vacancies in this Group, which meets at Holy 
Trinity Church Hall, Grove Road, Millhouses, on alternate Tuesdays 
from 2.00 - 4.00 pm. For further information, please telephone me. 
 

Marjorie Michael ………….. Coordinator  
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Classical Concertgoers’ Group 

 

Our next Group visit, on Sunday 23 November 2008, offers an  
opportunity to see and hear one of this century‟s greatest  
performers of Mozart, the virtuoso Japanese pianist Mitsuko 
Uchida. She will direct and perform, with the Chamber Orchestra of 
Europe, Mozart‟s popular 23rd and 24th Piano Concertos. The  
programme will also include Stravinsky‟s Apollon Musagète. The 
venue is again the excellent Symphony Hall, Birmingham, and the 
inclusive cost is £30.50 per person. 
 

The coach will leave the bus parking bay on Ecclesall Road South, 
near the top of Millhouses Lane, promptly at 4.45 pm. Applications 
may be made using the reply slip at the end of this issue, to arrive 
a soon as possible please. Please remember to include the names 
and contact numbers of all members for whom you are applying.  
 

Our visits are open to all current SU3A members and no special 
Group membership is required. 
 

Derek Shipley …………….. Coordinator ……...…..  

 

Berlie Docherty at the Literature Network 

Friday 17 October 2008 

 

The Network‟s next speaker will be the well-known local writer  
Berlie Docherty, whose creative work spans children‟s and adult  
fiction, poetry and drama. From studying at Sheffield University  
for a post-graduate Certificate in Education, to making her home 
in Edale, Berlie has drawn on the landscape and social history of 
South Yorkshire and Derbyshire in her work. She has twice been 
awarded the Carnegie Medal - for Granny was a Buffer Girl and 
Dear Nobody. 
 

The talk will take place at Shirley House, Psalter Lane, Sheffield, 
on FRIDAY 17 October 2008 at 2.00 pm. All SU3A members are 
welcome to attend this event and a booking slip is available at 
the end of this issue - please return ASAP (tickets also  
available at the door). Tickets cost £3.50 per person. 
 

Yvonne Rowland  
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Italian for Holidays 

  
In January we would like once again to start a new group of  
beginners. This year‟s starters have all done really well and are 
now able to deal with most situations they are likely to meet on an  
Italian holiday. What's more, they are all enjoying it! Next year they 
will be joining our Improvers Section where they will aim to extend 
their grammar and vocabulary and so gain in confidence and  
fluency. 
 

If you would like to join our friendly little Group, either as a new  
beginner or as an improver, you will be made very welcome. There 
is no pressure, no exams, just an informal group who meet to have 
a laugh and learn a little Italian. 
 
Mick Hague ………….……. Coordinator …..……...  

Dippers ‘ Too ’ 

 

This Walking Group has a pub lunch built into our fortnightly walks 
programme (full details of which can be found on the SU3A  
website). The Group actively walks distances of about seven miles, 
and occasionally up to ten miles, with a stop at a hostelry en route.  
We are in a position to accept a few more members. If you are  
Interested in a walk with a difference, please telephone me. 
 

Ron Little …………………... Coordinator  

Gift Aid Lecture - 17 November 2008 

 

A second Gift Aid Lecture has been arranged for Wednesday 17 
December 2008  from 4.00 - 5.00 pm at Sheffield Hallam University 
(Central Campus).  The speaker will be Professor Mike Smith,  
Pro Vice-Chancellor Research and Knowledge Transfer, Sheffield  
Hallam University. The topic is Medical Imaging: Past, Present and 
Future.  Further information, together with booking details, will be 
available from all Group Coordinators after 7 October, or via the 
SU3A  website. Full details will also be included in the next Links. 
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Travel Group Art Competition - March 2009 

 

Find your art brushes and start painting for the Art Competition at 
the next Travel group AGM scheduled for March 2009. The  
categories are the same as in previous years: Animals, Seascapes/
Landscapes, Still Life and Townscapes; linked to the theme of 
travel. Pictures should be mounted on suitable card or framed, with 
a minimum size of 13 x 18 cm and a maximum size of 55 x 60 cm. 
Further details will follow nearer the date. 
 

Shirley Marney ………….... Coordinator  

Equipment Officer 

 

After many years of invaluable service, John Brooke has  
decided that it is time for him to hand over his duties to another 
member during the next 12 months. John was thanked for his 
role at a recent Executive Committee meeting. 
 

The role involves the storing of a small amount of equipment 
(computers and digital projectors etc.) and arranging for its loan 
out to and return from SU3A Groups (with the Groups  
arranging for collection and return). If you are interested in  
taking over from John, please ring him for further details. Some 
basic IT skills are desirable. This is a role that might also be 
shared by two members.  

Publicity Coordinator 

 

Peter Barclay will be coming to the end of his period of office 
next spring. It is hoped to appoint his replacement well before 
then, so that his successor can join the Editorial & Publicity 
Sub-Committee to gain some experience before the handover. 
 

The role of the Publicity Coordinator is to promote awareness 
of SU3A throughout the area defined as our boundary and to 
maintain the profile of the organisation as a successful  
contributor to the lives of older people in the city. If you are  
interested in taking over from Peter, please ring him for further 
details.  



 

 13 

Tai Chi 

 

Since the last article in Links our Group has changed it‟s meeting 
day to Tuesdays, from 10.00 -11.30 am. Our sessions are held at 
St Saviour‟s Church Hall, Mortomley Lane, High Green. This is on 
the 76 and 88 bus routes. There is also car parking in the church 
car park. The cost for 6 sessions is £21 payable at the first session. 
This includes one hour tai chi followed by refreshments. 
 

We are a small, friendly group of beginners who would welcome 
new members - so why not come and join us for a free taster  
session of this gentle relaxing exercise. If you are interested, 
please contact the Coordinator. 
 

Jenny Freeman ……….…... Coordinator …………  

Discussion II 

 
There are seven of us in this Group - and room for more !! [Contact 
Mary Alexander on  
 
Only three of us were at the July meeting (we meet monthly). For  
various reasons most members could not attend our Tuesday 
morning session. However, we thought you might like to read the 
conclusions from our discussion on the topic of What do we 
achieve from SU3A? We came up with the following - with much 
enthusiasm - 
 

1. People from all walks of life meet on 
common ground on a regular basis 
to improve their knowledge 

2. Socialising and learning with  
consideration of each other‟s ideas. 
Listening to each other‟s knowledge 
and opinions 

3. New Groups with new subjects  
being formed continually with room 
to extend, divide and multiply and 
so, in the long run, encouraging 
more members to join 

 

What  

do we  

achieve  

from  

SU3A? 
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4. Activity Groups - i.e. walking, day trips and other outings, local 
holidays and holidays abroad 

5. Day-time and evening Groups tailored to people‟s needs and 
frequency, with no formal qualifications to lead the Group being 
expected unless absolutely necessary 

6. Appreciation of U3A News Magazine keeping us in touch with 
U3A world-wide and up-to-date information in our very own 
Links 

7. Making new friends while furthering our own education, while 
studying gradually and learning with them 

8. And finding the history of U3A beginnings quite illuminating! 
 
Had we been a “full house” this list would have been far longer! 
 
Aud Bradley 

Novel Reading / Book Group 

 

My partner and I have been members of a SU3A Novel Reading 
Group for some time. This we have greatly enjoyed, but  
circumstances now make it difficult for us to attend the various  
venues. Consequently, we are hoping to set up another Novel  
Reading / Book Group to be held in our own home at Parkhead 
(Sheffield 11). If you are interested, please telephone me. 
 

Mary Brookes ………………………………..……….  

Discussion Group 

 

I am interested in coordinating a new Discussion Group, to be 
based in the Wharncliffe Side or Stocksbridge area. The              
programme would be flexible according to members' interests, but 
could include current issues and the history of ideas.  For further 
information, please telephone me.  
 

Alec Jenner …………………………………………..  

New Groups and Short Courses 
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Travel Organising Committee 
 

Shirley Marney, Coordinator  
Barry De Roek, Treasurer  
Derek Shipley, Minutes Secretary  
Margaret Bullivant  
Barbara Robertshaw  
Val Wiley  
             

Only members of Sheffield U3A can join the tours/day trips. 
 

Holiday Insurance - All members travelling have full responsibility  
for arranging their own Travel Insurance. In no circumstances will 
Sheffield U3A be responsible for covering claims for loss of life,  
personal injury, medical expenses, accidents, loss or damage of  
luggage or personal property, cancellations or loss of deposits.  
Each member MUST insure themselves against such risks. 
 

Disabilities - When sending an application slip for a holiday or day 
trip, please inform the organiser of any disabilities. Whilst every  
effort will be made to accommodate a disabled person on all social 
trips, if there is a conflict of opinion the Tour Operator / Travel Agent  
or day trip venue will make the final decision. 
 

Cancellations - In the case of a cancellation please contact the  
organiser or another member of the Travel Group Committee as  
soon as possible. Refunds cannot be given for cancellations unless  
a replacement can be found. 
 

Pick-up Point - Please contact the Organiser if you are unable to be 
at your pick-up point, or want to change it.  
 

Envelopes - Please ensure that you attach the correct postage when 
sending applications. Envelopes larger than 240 x 165 x 5 mm 
(approx 9.4 x 6.5 x 0.2 in) require a large letter stamp. When sending 
a stamped addressed envelope it should be no less than DL size - 
220 x 110 mm (8.6 x 4.3 in), with the correct postage for its size. 
 

Please do not park in front of the doctor‟s surgery on Millhouses Lane.  

Travel News 
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Travel Excursions and Holidays 

Retiring Travel Committee Members 
 

It is with regret that our Treasurer of 10 years Ken Parkin has  
retired. He has done an amazing job (without a computer !!) dealing 
with over £1,000,000 in his term of office. He is congratulated on 
an exceptional and outstanding job well done. He will be missed for 
his advice and support to the Committee. 
 

We also have to say farewell to Peter Frost, our water and train 
man for the last nine years. Everyone who has joined his day trips 
will agree that they were all well organised and different. Thank you 
Peter for your support and a job well done.  
 

Shirley Marney ………….... Coordinator ……….…  

78 Derngate, Northampton 

Thursday 13 November 2008 

 

A mid-terrace house, 78 Derngate was completed in the 1820s, 
and enjoyed an unremarkable history until 1916 when it was 
bought for the energetic businessman W.J. Bassett-Lowke. His  
progressive taste led him to approach the Scottish architect,  
designer and artist Charles Rennie Mackintosh, who was famous 
for the earlier designs in Glasgow. By 1915 Mackintosh was living 
in London and was looking for work.  78 Derngate was his last  
major commission and the only house he designed in England. We 
will have a guided tour through this remarkable house. There is 
also a gift shop and a tea shop. 
 

In the afternoon, we can explore some of Northampton‟s sights,  
especially the Art Gallery and its famous shoe collection. Further 
information will be given out on the coach.  
 

The cost for the day is £20 - this includes coach travel, admission 
charge and guided tour of Derngate and gratuities; but no  
refreshments. To reserve a place, please complete the reply slip at 
the end of this issue and send with a DL size stamped addressed 
envelope to Barbara Robertshaw. 
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New Zealand - End of November 2009 

 

A three week tour of both islands, with an excellent itinerary, and 
over night stop in Hong Kong or Singapore is under consideration.  
The cost is approximately £3,325 (single supplement £599). Any  
members seriously considering this holiday should complete the 
reply slip at the end of this issue and send to Shirley Marney, with  
a large C5 size stamped addressed envelope.  

Stratford - on - Avon 

Thursday 4 December 2008 

 

The last visit of 2008 takes us to the birthplace and national shrine 
of our greatest poet and dramatist, William Shakespeare. In the 
morning, we have arranged a visit to the poet‟s birthplace and the 
Shakespeare Experience. After lunch we have a guided coach tour 
in the area around Stratford, during which we see and learn about 
the houses associated with Shakespeare. This will be led by Roger 
Bailey, the principal Blue Badge Guide of the region, and will end 
with a visit to Anne Hathaway‟s Cottage. Finally, we return to  
Stratford with time to explore the town or stroll by the river, have a 
cup of tea and possibly visit the Christmas Continental Market, in 
the pedestrianised centre of the town, before returning to Sheffield. 
 

The inclusive cost - travel, gratuities, entry to the two Shakespeare 
houses and the blue-badge tour is £26.50 per person. Applications 
may be made using the reply slip at the end of this issue. To  
reserve a place, please complete the reply slip at the end of this  
issue and send with a DL size stamped addressed envelope to 
Derek Shipley. 

Colour Museum, Bradford, and Temple 

Newsam House, Leeds  

Wednesday 8 October 2008 

 

There are still a few places available on this trip. The full details are 
in the last issue of Links, on the SU3A website or you can ring  
Margaret Bullivant for details. 
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Vienna, Salzburg, and the Austrian Tyrol 

20 - 29 June 2009  (10 days, 9 nights) 

 
Come and join us to visit this beautiful part of Europe. Four nights 
in Vienna, on B&B basis, in a 4* hotel with a restaurant. We will 
have a guided tour of the city, a visit to Schönbrunn Palace, explore 
the Danube Valley with its rich history and magical scenery, and 
visit the famous Benedictine Abbey of Melk. Then we shall take a 
memorable cruise along the scenic River Danube to the historic 
town of Krems. There will be a free day in Vienna, with optional  
visits to see the Lipizzaner Horses Spanish Riding School and/or 
an evening Mozart concert. 

 
We will spend five nights in Kirchberg in the Tyrol, four on a half 
board basis and one on B&B basis. We shall visit Tratzberg  
Castle, have a boat cruise on Lake Achensee and also a romantic 
steam journey on the Achensee train, which dates back 120 years 
and offers breathtaking views of the surrounding mountain ranges. 

 
In Salzburg, the home of Mozart, we will have a tour of the  
picturesque city. We will also have a guided tour of Innsbruck the 
capital of the Tyrol, and visit Rattenberg. On our free day in  
Kirchberg, the optional trips are a visit to Kitzbühel, a ride on a  
gondola or a cable car to the top of the magnificent Hahnenkamm 
Mountain. 

 
The cost is £1,027 (single supplement £189). This includes half 
board for four nights, coach throughout and to the airport, entrance 
fees, gratuities for the driver and tour managers, but not for local 
guides or hotels. Members must arrange their own  
comprehensive travel insurance and send the policy details to 
the organiser as soon as possible. 

 
To reserve a place, please complete the booking form at the end of 
this issue and send with a deposit of £75 per person and a large 
C5 sized stamped addressed envelope to Shirley Marney, to arrive 
no later than 5 November 2008. 
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Edinburgh Military Tattoo 

17 - 21 August 2009 (5 days 4 nights) 

 
Come and join us and experience the amazing Edinburgh Military 
Tattoo. During this short break we will visit the Falkirk Wheel, Hill 
House and the Mackintosh exhibition. We will also enjoy a cruise 
on Loch Lomond and have a tour of Stirling Castle. The highlight of 
the holiday will be a free day in Edinburgh for the Festival, with our 
visit to the Tattoo in the evening. 

 
The cost is £390 (single supplement 
£85). This includes half board, coach 
throughout, entrance fees, gratuities for 
the driver and the ticket for the Tattoo, 
but not for local guides or the hotel. 
Members must arrange their own 
comprehensive travel insurance and 
send the policy details to the organiser 
as soon as possible. 

 
To reserve a place, please complete the 
booking slip at the end of this issue and 
send with a deposit of £60 per person 
and a large C5 sized stamped  
addressed envelope to Shirley Marney,  
to arrive no later than 5 November 2008. 

 

SHEFFIELD U3A TRAVEL  

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT  

ONLY POSTAL APPLICATIONS   

WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR HOLIDAYS AND DAY TRIPS 
 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU USE THE CORRECT POSTAGE  
and include the SAE envelope size requested  

 

 

experience  

the amazing  

Edinburgh  

Military  

Tattoo 
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Holiday Reviews 

Tall Ships, Liverpool, July 2008. 

 
Weather forecast - wet and cold. Armed with waterproofs, jumpers 
and shorts (just in case!) two coaches (72 members) of friendly 
SU3A members left Sheffield early one Saturday morning bound for 
Liverpool. 
 
Our first stop was Speke Hall. We explored the wonderful Tudor 
house and delightful gardens. A walk round the estate gave us our 
first view of the River Mersey. After a fascinating afternoon, we 
headed for our hotel, situated between a canal and river with lovely 
views from the dinning room. Good food and lots of friendly chat 
made for an enjoyable evening. 
 
Sunday was our guided tour of Liverpool. We had an excellent 
guide, who pointed out  
all the landmarks we  
had heard of but never 
seen - the Liver building, 
both Cathedrals, the 
Walker Museum and  
many more. Penny Lane, 
the Cavern and Beatles‟ 
memorabilia brought back 
memories (mostly happy). 
Our free afternoon in the 
busy, exciting atmosphere 
of Liverpool ended another 
fascinating day. 
 
Monday - the day we had 
been waiting for. It was 
quiet at the dockside  
when we arrived, but  
the crowds soon built  
up and we were all glad 
we were on an organised 
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cruise. There was plenty of room on the ferry to sit or wander 
around at will. The sun came out (as ordered) and we enjoyed the 
atmosphere, with an informative and cheery commentary by a blue 
badge guide while we waited for the ships to assemble. 
 
The Tall Ships sailed down the River Mersey to their starting point, 
accompanied by smaller ships and Navy vessels, which made a 
spectacular sight. We had a few exciting moments when our ferry 
was surrounded by rescue boats and jet skis. One of the  
passengers had been taken ill and, unable to perform the rescue, 
our ferry had to return to the dock. We then had the advantage of 
sailing really close to all the ships on our way back to our position 
on the river.  A great experience. 
 
Many thanks to Shirley - her organisation was superb and she 
made sure that everyone was well and happy. This was my first 
short break with SU3A but it will not be the last. 
 
Irene Lees         [photographs, incl. front cover, John Lees] 
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Berlin - Ghosts Across the Wall 

 

It‟s a warm summer afternoon. Sunlight floods our cabin as the  
aircraft descends. All I can see is a mass of forest and lakes, then a 
criss-cross of roads penetrating the dense tree-scape. A mast 
zooms towards us and now we can see the first signs of buildings 
and an airstrip as engines whine and we shudder into Schönefeld 
Airport. Wolfgang greets us. He is big and jocular and introduces 
us to his friend The Best Driver in Berlin. Each day another driver 
appears, each one the Best Driver in town. It‟s Wolfgang‟s style. 
 

Early Monday morning Wolfgang meets SU3A again. This time it‟s 
a lightning tour of his city starting at the Reichstag. From Norman 
Foster‟s astonishing cupola we gaze over the new capital. It‟s like 
being in an all glass lighthouse. In the distance peeps the forest, 
but before us lies a mass of fresh buildings as Berlin attempts to 
heal its wounds, the gash that divided it. The Wall. He shows us 
where it once snaked along a river bank, crossed streets and 
squares unmercifully, divided families without thought. Beside the 
dreamy Spree white crosses mark the deaths of those who  
attempted to climb the wall. Now a thin line of cobble stones  
straddle the city, little else remains to remind us of that horrible  
divider.  
 

We pass by Checkpoint Charlie, 
where soldiers carry touristy  
cameras rather than loaded  
Guns, and then proceed into a  
less fashionable part of Berlin. 
Here there is a boulevard vast 
enough to take a military parade 
Soviet style, but as we wander 
freely along shabby side streets  
I am reminded of the grimmer  
parts of Paris or downtown  
Dublin. By midday we are back  
at our West Berlin hotel. Time  
for a drink at its plushy bar or a  
lie down to recover from this 
morning‟s culture shocks. 
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I begin to believe that past 
fears are only in the Berliners‟  
subconscious, but later in the 
week after visiting Potsdam, 
realise that ghosts of modern 
history still haunt the rest of 
us. 
 

She is younger than  
Wolfgang, our pretty  
Potsdamer guide. In a large 
house reminiscent of Stratford 
or Windsor she shows us the 
room. It‟s a sort of baronial 
hall with a round table. Three 
allied flags stand primly near 
the centre. Churchill sat here, 
Roosevelt sat here and Stalin 
- Stalin sat there, she tells us. 
We begin to giggle. Our pretty 
guide looks confused, she is new to the job, but suddenly latches 
onto our British sense of humour. From the window we look across 
the lawns to a lake. The wall cut across the grounds there. Many 
people were shot trying to swim over. Our amusement suddenly 
disappears. 
 

Yet Potsdam is a pleasant change from hectic Berlin. A gentle town 
with a Turkish style market and places to eat and drink. It‟s hot 
again. We sip our beers and coffees munching through gigantic  
falafels with a salad too big to take in. And perhaps modern  
Germany is like that, big and spicy and fun for all its grim history. 
 

We‟ve enjoyed the city enormously - its cafes and bars, its clowns 
and stilt walkers, its shopping malls and museums. Humbly we 
press our thanks onto Barbara and John Robertshaw who  
meticulously arranged the whole holiday. We‟ve laid to rest a few 
ghosts and replaced them with sketchy plans to return. Berlin is like 
a sequinned gown shimmering with memories. Once again the 
hard working SU3A  Travel Group has scored magnificently. 
 

Peter Barclay              [article and photographs] 
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Obituaries 

 

Joseph Cotterill 
 

Joe, aged 82, died in May. He joined Sheffield U3A in February 
1986 after his retirement from the Civil Service. In the early 
years he and his wife Betty were very involved in getting SU3A 
off the ground. Initially Joe worked tirelessly in fund raising, then 
as a Committee Member of the Travel Group and as Coordinator 
and Chairman of the Theatre Group for 14 years up to 2004. He  
organised and led countless theatre visits, day trips and  
holidays. As these events were open to all members of SU3A, 
he became very well known to a large number of people. 
 

He was also an active member of Walking Group A and several 
other Groups. He was an enthusiast, keen to play his part and it 
is true to say that he devoted his retirement largely to SU3A for 
22 years, only latterly having to lessen his contribution due to ill 
health. He was a modest, considerate, cheerful man; highly  
respected and will be sorely missed. 
 

Sincere condolences are extended to Betty, who has been a 
very supportive and active member of SU3A herself. 
  

Denis Ward 
 

Niki Lockwood 
 

Niki died in June after a short illness and it was with much regret 
that we heard of her death. She was a longstanding and stalwart 
member of SU3A. She served on the Executive Committee for  
four years and was Secretary of the Travel Group for five years. 
She was the Coordinator of a Spanish Group - held in her home 
- almost to the time of her death and was still Minute Secretary 
for Walking Group  A  when she died. She also participated as a 
member with strong opinions in Discussion Groups. 
 

Her home was always open to SU3A friends; her hospitality  
boundless. She will be greatly missed both as a friend and as 
one who helped to make SU3A what it is today. 
 

Hazel Mills 


