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From the Chairman 

 

Cover Picture:  Clematis by Myra Powell  
(prize winner in 2009 Travel Art Competition - Still Life) 

 

I am writing this after the first Committee meeting following our 
AGM on 22 April. It felt strange not to have Joan Keogh, David 
Rance and Peter Barclay amongst us. Joan was a natural  
chairperson – always well-prepared, focused and diplomatic.  
Under her leadership the good ship SS SU3A seemed to sail 
through calm waters, although I suspect that like the proverbial 
swan she was doing a great deal of paddling underneath. Joan 
shone in very many ways and I feel privileged to succeed her. 
David Rance, who served with Joan as our Vice-Chairman, is now 
Vice-Chairman of the Ridings Forum and as I write is also being 
nominated for the management committee of the new regional 
body, alongside John Richards who has been chair of the steering 
group. Peter Barclay‟s hard work on the publicity front will have 
been noticed by many – thanks to his active leadership we now 
have a house style and some very effective publicity materials. His 
swan-song for the Committee was to be featured in an excellent  
article about U3As in the Yorkshire Post on 23 March. 
 

So the Committee has lost three and gained three. Those who  
continue in office are our super secretary Vera and pragmatically 
helpful treasurer Jim. Brian and Doreen continue to be our  
hard-working and supportive joint coordinators. Roger is our  
talented Links editor (an improvement in practically every issue); 
and Clare waves a magic wand over the website, keeping it bang 
up to date (do have a look at it, but not until you‟ve finished reading 
Links!). Ken looks after the Drop-in sessions and John master-
minds our key events like the AGM and New Members‟ meetings, 
in addition to being our voting representative at regional level. New 
to the committee are David Caborn (yes, there is a connection), 
Marianne Lawson (who takes over from Peter Barclay on publicity), 
Denise West and Peter Hughes. I think that between them the 
Committee constitute a very talented bunch and so I am looking 
forward immensely to working with them. 
 

My initial few days as Chairman have reminded me of a  
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management course I attended where a newly appointed senior 
manager was asked to give a flavour of her first weeks in office. 
She was brimming over with policy ideas but alas, all that the 
elected members wanted to talk about was the problem of the 
wrought-iron gates outside one of the offices. My own „gated  
moment‟ came in the form of SU3A‟s equipment – and you will see 
elsewhere in Links that a solution has been found which will enable 
the loan arrangements to continue. Grateful thanks are due to 
those members who are helping out. 
 

This brings me to the topic of member involvement. Very many 
people have helped to keep SU3A on the road since it was formed 
23 years ago. The Coordinators of course are the brightest stars – 
without them we would not have a SU3A. But there are other ways 
in which members can help to oil the wheels, whether it be via a 
befriending role at a drop-in session, assistance with the  
occasional outreach meeting or helping to organise a Gift-Aid 
funded central event. If you are someone who would be able to 
help out occasionally do let Vera know – like Ko Ko, she has „a little 
list‟. U3As are all about self-help and I would like to think that every 
member, at some point in their membership, has „put something 
back‟. 
 

So what is on the horizon for SU3A? First, members of the  
Committee, plus other key post-holders, are to meet with Jean 
Goodeve, who is chairman of the Third Age Trust (the parent body 
to which we are affiliated). We shall learn more about the Trust‟s 
role and why there is a need to increase the capitation fee. We are 
also starting to explore venues for a „Grand Day Out‟ in 2011. We 
hope that members will want this to be one of the ways in which we 
celebrate our Silver Jubilee. Then the Government‟s recent white 
paper on adult education, „The Learning Revolution‟, which  
advocates the development of informal learning groups, may  
enable a closer dialogue at local level; not least about access to 
suitable premises for lectures and meetings. We shall be  
developing ways of extending our outreach activity to  
underrepresented groups. And, having witnessed for myself the 
success of the Tapton Drama project, (see Peter Barclay‟s article) I 
feel sure that we shall want to be involved in creating further  
opportunities for intergenerational activity. 
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Sheffield U3A News Update 

Executive Committee Report 

 
Now that we have had our Annual General Meeting, there are new 
members on the Executive Committee. We have welcomed 
Marianne Lawson (Publicity Officer), Denise West, and also Peter 
Hughes, who was formerly a coopted member. There are now two 
coopted members, Doreen Bezant (Joint Coordinator with Brian 
Bezant) and David Caborn. You will find details of all the members 
of the current Executive Committee on the inside cover of this  
Issue of Links. 
 

A small working group will soon be starting work on the planning 
the next AGM, which is likely to take place at the same venue as 
this year. 
 

With the retirement of John Brooke, our Equipment Officer, a new 
home had to be found for the SU3A loan equipment.  Although Roy  
Pilkington initially agreed to store all the equipment, it was found 
that there were two main groups of users. Fortunately, a member of 
each „cluster‟ has agreed to store some equipment with the  
understanding that it will also be available to other Groups who 
may occasionally require it. The individuals are Brian McAteer and 
Mike Ford, who each hold a laptop and projector – the rest of the 
equipment being kept by Roy (for more information see article later 
in Links). 

The support of members is of course vital if we are to move forward 
effectively. Your Committee recognises the need to evaluate the  
impact of every event or initiative. We want SU3A to be the best it 
can be, so please do not hesitate to drop in to the Central United 
Reformed Church, or write or phone if you have something to tell 
us. The Third Age Trust is also undertaking a membership survey: 
some twenty members, chosen at random, will be receiving a  
questionnaire which I hope can be completed as you relax in the 
warm sunshine of a perfect English summer! 
 
Shelagh Woolliscroft 
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We are pleased to report that the Reading in Schools project is 
continuing to progress well and so far 38 volunteers have gone 
through the CRB checks. However, more volunteers are required - 
so if you are interested in taking part, please contact Yvonne  
Rowland [tel: (0114) 242 5201]. 
 
The Drop-ins have continued to attract a good number of both 
members and prospective members. The Executive Committee 
has, therefore, agreed to extend the pilot to December 2009, first 
Tuesday of each month, at the Central United Reformed Church – 
we look forward to seeing you there. You will find the dates on the 
calendar of events on the back cover. 
 
Reference was made in the December 2008 issue of Links to an 
increase in the membership fee.  At our meeting on 1 May, the  
Executive Committee agreed to increase the fee by £1, to £8 per 
annum with effect from October 2009.  This is a very modest but 
necessary increase. 
 
Vera Dyer 

Your New Chairman 

 

Q. Where are you from originally? 
 

A.  From West Kirby on the Wirral  
Peninsula. I went to school in Birkenhead 
and then read English at Bangor, whilst  
doing a lot of sailing and mountaineering.  
I met my husband on the top deck of a  
bus.  He did my Physics homework and I 
did his German. Sadly he went on to fail 
German O level and I was „asked to leave‟ 
the Physics class.   
 
Q. How long have you lived in Sheffield? 
 

A.  We moved up from Surrey in 1971. My husband Les had  
finished his PhD in Space Science and was offered a post at  
Sheffield in the Space Instrumentation Group. When he died in 
1996 he was working on a big international project called „Cluster‟, 
which was launched from French Guyana later that year. Sadly the 
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rocket blew up, but a duplicate payload was launched in 2000 on a 
Russian rocket and the four satellites are still in orbit, sending back 
data on the solar wind etc. 
 
Q. What was your own line of work? 
 

A. I was a careers adviser and then a manager with Sheffield LEA. 
As Assistant Director of Education, I was responsible for the  
Careers Service and the Education - Business Partnership. This 
was where I first met my current partner, Roy, who was in charge of 
resources. 
 
Q. Do you have a family? 
 

A.  Yes, a daughter Kate and two sons, Mike and Tim. Kate is into 
old things (so I hope I shall be of increasing interest to her!). She 
has recently turned a derelict Peak District barn into a thriving  
holiday let. Mike is a civil engineer in London, and is into  
endurance sports. He went to the North Pole last year and hopes to 
do the Iron Man challenge this summer. Tim is a physicist who   
currently designs and installs interactive exhibits in museums – he 
has just finished one on the Periodic Table for the Royal Institution.    
 
Q. When did you retire? 
 

A.  In 1997. The Government had by then privatised the careers 
service and I spent my last few years as chief executive of a   
charitable company owned jointly by the City Council and the  
Training and Enterprise Council. After retiring, I worked from home 
as General Secretary of the Careers Services National Association. 
That got a bit lonely, so I went to work in Pontefract as a           
head-hunter for the Society of Local Authorities Chief Executives. I 
also did a bit of management consultancy. I stopped paid work two 
years ago. 
 
Q. How long have you been a member of SU3A? 
 

A.  Since 1999, when I met Ann Jardine on a Garden Design 
course and she encouraged me to join. I have been an active 
member of Gardening D ever since. Thank you Ann! Last year I  
offered to set up a Beginners‟ German group with Robert Wilkinson 
as tutor, and we have made good progress as well as having fun 
and making new friends.  
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Q. Why did you put yourself forward for Committee? 
 

A.  When I was first approached, by Tony Bullivant, I was too busy 
with my work and looking after my mother. After I stopped work, 
and my mother had died, I had more time to give. I had noticed that 
Sheffield U3A was located largely to the south and west of the city 
and so I felt that a useful contribution might be to encourage more 
people in the north of Sheffield to take advantage of all that SU3A 
offers. So that was my reason for standing two years ago.  
 

Q. What sort of things have you been involved with as a  
Committee member? 
 

A.  The outreach work has taken most of my time. We now have 
some lively Coordinators and several thriving Groups in the   
Chapeltown and Stocksbridge areas, and one in Parson Cross.  
More recently I have been involved with the trial of the monthly 
Drop-in sessions. We have held three to date, with an average    
attendance of 50. The feedback so far has been very positive,     
except that we need to find some nicer coffee!   
 

Q. What do you hope to achieve as Chairman of the Executive 
Committee? 
 

A. If I am as effective as my predecessor Joan Keogh has been I 
shall be well pleased. She has created a strong and harmonious 
Committee, geared to supporting the activities of members; and 
has ensured that the values and traditions of SU3A have been    
upheld, whilst encouraging participation in new activities. Joan has 
been a very thoughtful and diplomatic leader and she is a hard act 
to follow. I shall seek to continue in that way, whilst also pursuing 
my goal of improving access and inclusion.  
 

I hope to strengthen our links with higher and further education    
institutions and to explore the benefits of partnerships with other 
bodies. In addition, I would like to see SU3A developing a role in 
the local community – as an organisation through which members 
can stay in touch with education at all stages. We already have 40 
members signed up for the Reading Volunteers Scheme, and there 
are some other exciting intergenerational projects on the drawing 
board. Collectively we have an enormous amount to offer and I 
think there could equally be significant benefits for us. Joan said at 
the AGM that the secret of a healthy old age is to „stay curious‟. 
Perhaps alongside this we should aim to „stay connected‟.  
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Q. What do you see as the most challenging aspect of the 
role? 
 

A.  Perhaps I have yet to discover that! One new development is 
that the Government has started to take an interest in what we do 
and we may be able to take advantage of that, whilst not changing 
our ethos or losing our independence. At an operational level I am 
always surprised at how difficult it can be to find people willing to 
take over the lead within their learning Groups and on other         
initiatives. In my experience it is enjoyable, fulfilling and much less 
tedious than some of the jobs we used to do! So I hope that,   
whatever needs and opportunities arise, there will be folk willing to 
help out. Roy hopes so too, otherwise he could be in for a busy 
time!   
 

Q. How many years have you left to serve? 
 

A.  Two. I shall retire during SU3A‟s Silver Jubilee year in 2011. I 
hope we shall all want to celebrate in style and we are already 
starting to develop the ideas that are coming forward. 
 

Q. Do you have time for anything else? 
 

A. Yes, plenty!  I‟m a Governor of two wonderful schools, Fir Vale 
and Brantwood. I never fail to be inspired by the dedication of our 
teachers. In addition, I now have three grandchildren to spoil and I 
act as gardening consultant to Mike and Tim. Kate is way ahead of 
me – she has her own poly-tunnel and is trialling veg boxes this 
summer. My only sister lives in South Africa, so I try to visit her 
every year.  I can recommend a Capetown Christmas. 
 
You know what they say - if you want to get things done, ask a 
busy person! [Ed.] 

Can You Help Us ? 

 

We urgently require an EPIDIASCOPE, as it would be very useful 
to some of our Groups. An epidiascope is a device for projecting an 
enlarged image of an opaque or transparent object onto a screen. 
Have you got one you no longer need, or do you know where we 
could acquire one? If so, please contact Denise West. 
 
Denise West .......................................................... (0114) 274 6797 
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Loan Equipment 

 

Despite repeated requests for someone to take over from John 
Brooke as SU3A‟s Equipment Officer, it has not been possible to 
find one individual who is able to look after everything. Alternative 
arrangements are therefore required. The pattern of borrowing over 
the past year indicates that there are two „clusters‟ of Groups which 
make regular use of the equipment. Volunteers have been found 
within those clusters and the following new arrangements will come 
into effect from 1 June 2009. 
 

One laptop computer and projector will be based with Brian 
McAteer of Science and Technology [tel: (0114) 236 9383]. It will be  
primarily available for hire by that Group, plus the Environment 
Groups. 
 

The other laptop computer,  
projector and visualiser will be  
based with Mike Ford of  
Digital Photography  
[tel: (0114) 281 8510]. It will be  
primarily available for hire by that  
Group plus the History and Art  
Appreciation Groups. 
 

The Committee has approved in principle the purchase of a third 
laptop and projector for use by other Groups and as a back up to 
the above. Before proceeding to purchase we shall monitor the 
above arrangement for three months in order to see if these  
purchases are really necessary.   
 

The remaining equipment (scanner, loudspeaker, screen) will be 
available from Roy Pilkington [tel: (01246) 416 139]. 
 

The Committee would like to put on record its appreciation of John 
Brooke‟s hard work over many years. He has bought the  
equipment, stored it, maintained it, managed the loan  
arrangements, written guidelines for its use and trained other  
members. Thank you John! Thank you too to Brian, Mike and Roy 
for helping to find a way forward.   
 

Shelagh Woolliscroft 
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Is it of use to YOU ? 

 

Do you use our website? If you‟re not on the Internet the answer is 
obvious! But, if you are on the Internet, do you make our website 
your first port of call for any of the following?  
 

If you want the details of a Group, the name and        
telephone number or email address of a Group            
Coordinator or a Committee member 

If you‟ve lost your programme for your walking/
gardening/story writing or other Group 

If you want to be sure you have caught up with any 
changes/developments since the last edition of Links 

If you would simply enjoy the Group home pages for the 
Art Groups, the Digital Photography Group or the Travel 
Photo Album (they really are all well worth a look!) 

If you can not think what to read next take a look at what 
the Book Groups are reading. 

There must be other „if‟s I have yet to think of!                       

Have a look at  www.sheffieldu3a.org.uk  today. You may find it  
useful and if you have any suggestions for how it could be  
improved I would love to hear them. 
 

Clare Chiba ........................................................... Web Coordinator 

http://www.sheffieldu3a.org.uk
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Walk Sheffield 2009 

 
This year‟s programme of walks  
commences on Saturday 30 May and  
offers a variety of walks each day until  
Sunday 7 June. 
 
SU3A is again leading stages of the  
Sheffield Country Walk and other Groups 
have offered shorter, round walks. 
 
Walk leaflets are widely available from  
local libraries, health and community  
centres, the Travel Information Centre and the Tourist  
Information Centre. Copies will be distributed to SU3A Walking 
Group Coordinators. A copy of the leaflet can be downloaded from 
the Sheffield City Council website  www.sheffield.gov.uk/walking 
 
Walk Sheffield is organised by the Sheffield Walking Forum which 
has representatives from the NHS, Ramblers Association, Sheffield 
City Council, the Peak District National Park Authority and SU3A. 
 
The Walking Forum would welcome a second representative from 
SU3A. If anyone is interested in joining the Forum, please contact 
Stella Longden by phone  
 
Stella Longden ………............................................ (0114) 269 4698 

Gift Aid Funding 

 

A number of Group Coordinators have enquired as to whether 
or not there is any Gift Aid funding still available. Yes there is! 
Our Treasurer makes an application annually, so our available 
funds are regularly replenished. Detailed requests should be 
forwarded to Roy Darlison, Chairman of the Gift Aid Working 
Group, either by email or by post to - 
 
Roy Darlison ..... ..... (0114) 230 1519 

2 Valley View, 715 Manchester Road, Sheffield S10 5PS 

http://www.sheffield.ogv.uk/walking
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Group News 

Classical Concertgoers’ Group 

 

Our summer visit this year is to the Gilbert and Sullivan Festival in 
Buxton and will take place on Saturday 8 August at the Buxton  
Opera House. Learn how the Royal Navy was really run and justice 
administered during Victorian times, in a double bill of  
HMS Pinafore and Trial by Jury. 
 

The inclusive cost is £29.50 and reservations may be made using 
the reply slip at the end of this issue. Please include the names and 
contact details of all members for whom you are applying. Please 
send to Derek Shipley, 40 Wollaton Avenue, Sheffield S17 4LA,  
to arrive no later than Friday 26 June. The coach will leave the 
bus parking bay on Ecclesall Road South, near the top of  
Millhouses Lane, promptly at 12.00 noon to allow time for a picnic 
in the Pavilion Gardens - or a more formal lunch - before the  
performance at 2.30 pm. 
 

Our visits are open to all current SU3A members and no special 
Group membership is required. 
 
Derek Shipley …………….. Coordinator ……...….. (0114) 236 6257 

 

Military History Group 

 

The Military History Group, which is now seven years old, is  
changing its venue after our summer break (we do not meet in 
July). Since its inception the Group has met at Broomhill Methodist 
Church, from 2.00 to 4.00 pm on the last Thursday of the month 
and will continue to do so up to and including our June meeting. 
From August the Group will move to the Millhouses Methodist  
Centre, near the Robin Hood pub, just off Abbeydale Road (for 
purely economic reasons!), and meet at the slightly earlier time of 
1.45 to 3.45 pm. 
 
Marion Monaghan .............. Coordinator ............... (01246) 414 137 
 

[Please note corrections to the details in Issue 140 of Links] 
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Code number available the SU3A Secretary Vera Dyer 

U3A 2010 Diaries 

 

These will be available in July and will still cost £1.90 each, including 
postage. The size is 3.5 x 6 inches with a page marker, perforated 
page corners and green cover. The week begins on a Monday and 
each double page spread has seven days to the left and a notes 
page to the right. 
 

The order form is available to be downloaded from the SU3A      
website, or the SU3A Secretary can provide you with a paper copy.  
To order individually or in bulk please send a cheque (payable to 
The Third Age Trust) for the appropriate amount. Send your order, 
including your return address, to - 
 

The Third Age Trust, The Old Municipal Buildings, 
19 East Street, Bromley, Kent, BR1 1WE 
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Sustainable Development Group 

 

The Group has just completed a series of Gift Aid lectures to raise 
awareness of climate change and global warming and its effects 
(see page 24). Topics covered have been, amongst others -  
 

The green environment and food production and distribution 

Land and landscapes 

Protecting and increasing the diversity of wildlife 

Urban environments of the future 

 

As a natural follow-up to this series, another meeting is being 
planned for the afternoon of 10 September 2009. Gavin Faulston, 
from Veolia, will be coming to speak on Sheffield‟s waste  
management policy. It is also proposed to organise a Gardeners‟ 
Question Time event, which will follow the format of the BBC radio 
programme. It is envisaged that the quiz will last around 30-45  
minutes in total. There will also be a chance to mingle during  
refreshments. The venue is The Quaker Meeting House in Sheffield 
City Centre. 
 

If you are interested in attending, please ring June Pollard –  
leaving a message if she is out. Further details of this event will be 
in the August issue of Links, when you will be able to order tickets 
and submit intended questions.  
 

June Pollard ........................................................... (0114) 231 4939 

French Intermediate Group 

 

We are an enthusiastic and dynamic Group who are eager to learn 
the rudiments of the French language and beyond. We have 
reached „O‟ level standard or thereabouts and have all got some 
knowledge of the language, but are keen to improve. During class 
we are given a topic to explore and then discuss; and on occasions 
we have been known to play such games as Give us a Clue in 
French.   
 
After many years of sterling service Graham, our tutor, has decided 
to put away his chalk and retire at the end of the summer term. The 
Group would like to continue to meet on Thursday mornings during 
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New Groups 

History of Architecture 

 

Most of us visit buildings of note – 
castles, cathedrals, stately homes 
and many others.  Some are 
smaller, but of no less merit. 
 

Do you ever ponder on how they 
were built and what guided and 
influenced those who designed 
them?  A SU3A History of  
Architecture Group could explore 
this. 
 

If you are interested in forming or joining such a Group, please  
contact either of the Joint General Coordinators. 

 

Doreen & Brian Bezant .......................................... (0114) 236 6596 

school term time, from 11.00 am to 12.00 noon at Mount Pleasant 
at the bottom of Sharrow Lane. 
 
We would be pleased to hear from anyone who would be prepared 
to be our tutor or help lead the class in any way. 
 
Pauline Wiley …………...… Coordinator ………..…(0114) 286 4085 

Music Appreciation Group 

 
The Listening to Music Group III is changing its title to Music  
Appreciation I. Meeting days are unchanged, i.e. fortnightly on 
Wednesday afternoons. Any interested and prospective new  
members are welcome to call me for a chat about the Group, which 
has been in existence since 2001. 
  
David Andrews ................... Coordinator .............. (0114) 235 3389   
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To join Sheffield U3A please contact Rita Webster (Initial Enquiries Officer) on  
(0114)  289 1351. Anyone wishing to join a Group should ring the Coordinator first. 
If you find the Group is full or has a waiting list, or wish to suggest a new Group, 
please ring the Joint General Coordinators, Brian and Doreen Bezant on  
(0114) 236 6596. Full details and some Group programmes can also be found on 
our website - [www.sheffieldu3a.org.uk]  
Please notify any amendments to this list to the Joint General Coordinators.  
 

KEY TO MEETING DETAILS:- 
This shows Day, Time & Frequency - e.g. Mo.am.f = Monday Morning Fortnightly.  
We.pm.m = Wednesday Afternoon Monthly. Tu.--.w.= Tuesday All Day Weekly.  
4w = Every 4 weeks. AREA:- The Postal Area in which the Group meets - e.g.  
(SE) indicates that the Group meets in the South East of Sheffield. 

Sheffield U3A Activities & Interest Groups 

GROUP MEETING COORDINATOR AREA TEL No. 

ARTS AND CRAFTS 
Art (SE) We.pm.w Sylvia Ludlam S13 269 7034 

Art I We.am.w Ann Ritchie S11 230 4552 

Art II Th.pm.w Ruth Lamb S11 236 2807 

Art III We.pm.w Miriam Currie S10 01246 414 274 

Aspects of Art I Th.pm.m Beryl Moore S7 268 6632 

Aspects of Art II Th.pm.m Valerie Wiley S7 236 0726 

Cards 'R' Us Fr.pm.f Lily Taylor S20 248 0565 

Digital Photography Th.pm.m Grenville Morgan S11 230 5981 

Handwork & Craft I We.am.f Kathleen Manterfield S11/17 236 4366 

Handwork & Craft II Th.am.f Jean Davis S11 233 9784 

Looking at Art Th.pm.m Christine Green S8 01709 519 175 

Knitting Mo.pm.m Jane Harling S10/11 230 9576 

Outdoor Sketching I Fr.am.f Florence Ames various 236 7108 

Outdoor Sketching II We.am.f Audrey Morris various 236 3619 

Patch & Quilt Mo.pm.f Inge Davies S17 236 0318 

Practical Dressmaking Th.pm.f Audrey Morris S7 236 3619 

Quilting Hive Mo.pm.f Lynne Brown S8 237 7643 

Woodworking/Woodcarving Th.pm.w Bob Adkins S7 255 1968 

BIRD WATCHING 
Bird Watching I Mo.am.f Gillian Tutt various 236 6237 

Bird Watching II We.--.w Malcolm Swift S11/17 01246 412 737 

CARDS AND BOARD GAMES 
Bridge - Friday I Fr.pm.w Audrey Lupson S17 235 1618 

Bridge - Friday II Fr.pm.w George Rodgers S10 246 5524 

Bridge - Friday III Fr.pm.w Geoff Stevens S7 01246 413 244 

Bridge - Monday Mo.pm.w Patricia Latham S7 01246 419 106 

Bridge - Thursday Th.pm.w David Jones S17 236 7405 

Bridge - Tuesday Tu.am.w Michael Brumby S11 236 5676 

Bridge - Wednesday We.am.w Jean Bowie S17 230 1002 

Bridge at Home Mo.pm.m Christine Barton S10 230 8464 

Chess Tu.pm.m Sheila Hardie S17 236 4498 

Rummikub I Mo.pm.f Shirley Wilks various 236 7673 

Rummikub II Mo.pm.f Rita Webster S18 289 1351 

Rummikub (SE) Mo.pm.f Joan Brown S13 269 4829 

Scrabble Fr.pm.f Liz Barber S7 288 1984 

Whist cntrct & dble 12 Dominoes Su.eve.w Gerald Cartwright various 281 1499 

http://www.sheffieldu3a.org.uk
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DISCUSSION, PHILOSOPHY AND RELIGION 

Discussion I Tu.pm.f Susan Hydes various 255 2141 

Discussion II Tu.am.m Mary Alexander various 255 6385 

Philosophy- Historical/Classical Mo.pm.m Teresa McLaren S11 230 1320 

Philosophy-Topics/Theme Mo.am.m Tricia Crehan S8 230 3789 

Sugar & Spice Mo.pm.f Eunice Southgate S8 281 1876 

Today's World Th.am.m Joan Keogh various 236 7031 

Wealth & Poverty Mo.pm.4w Jeanne Rogers S11 255 0584 

GARDENING 

Gardening (SE) Tu.am.f Rita Webster various 289 1351 

Gardening A  Mo.am.m Glennis Williams various 230 5521 

Gardening Aspen Th.pm.m June Pollard various 231 4939 

Gardening C Mo.am.m Mavis Roadhouse S10/11/17 266 5387 

Gardening D Tu.am.m Janet Gough various 237 7328 

Gardening Greenfingers Tu.pm.m Jean Griffiths S8 255 2385 

HISTORY 

Classical Civilisation Fr.pm.m Anne Thomas S11 230 5281 

Family History I Tu.am.4w John Bailey S7 232 2007 

Family History II Tu.am.4w Stuart Lodge S7 220 7192 

Family History III Tu.pm.m Graham Humberstone S35 246 0503 

History I Tu.am.f Robert Bragg S17 281 9534 

History II Mo.pm.4w Fred St Ledger S10/11 230 3288 

Local History (SE) We.pm.f Margaret Troop S20 287 4448 

Local History III Mo.am.f Peter Evans S7 281 9532 

Local History IV Fr.pm.m Margaret Laycock S11 236 4109 

Local History North Tu.pm.m Peter Hughes S5/35 245 1172 

Local History V Tu.pm.f Margaret Etchells S7 236 3317 

Military History Th.pm.m Marion Monaghan S10 01246 414 137 

Oral History Tu.am.4w Vera Wibberley S7 255 4982 

Visiting History Tu.pm.m Kathleen Head various  243 8021 

LANGUAGES 

Cercle Francais I Fr.am.w Ronald Blunt S7 01433 650 758 

Cercle Francais II Mo.pm.f Margaret Platts S10 230 7300 

French-Advanced Fr.am.w Audrey Sainsbury S10 230 7446 

French-Intermediate Th.am.w Pauline Wiley S11 286 4085 

French for Holidays Tu.pm.f Usha Fitch S7 236 5009 

German  Tu.pm.f Kenneth Gale S8/10/17 236 4057 

German for Beginners Mo.am.w Shelagh Woolliscroft S18 01246 416 139 

Italian Tu.pm.f Rosalind Rogerson S10/11 268 1426 

Italian for Holidays Fr.pm.w Mike Hague S11 236 6336 

Latin for Beginners Th. am.f Arthur Nutt various 255 7129 

Latin II Mo.pm.w Dorothy Hill-Wilson S17 236 6042 

Latin III Tu.pm.f Frank Murphy S11 296 2424 

Latin Quattuor Tu.am.f Brian Bezant various 236 6596 

Modern Greek Th.pm.f Margaret Halstead S11 258 2541 

Spanish (Inter) I Th.am.w Hilda Wisbey S7 262 1730 

Spanish (Inter) II Fr.am.w Annelene Furness S1 289 0516 

Spanish (Inter) III Th.am.w Pat Smith S 7 230 6432 
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LITERATURE AND DRAMA 

Book Group I Fr.am.m Margaret Walton S17 255 6563 

Book Group II Fr.am.m Irene Voyce S17 235 2637 

Book Group III Tu am.m Wendy Jenrick S17 268 7047 

Book Group IV Fr.am.m Mary Whyms S17 236 8628 

Book Group V Tu.pm.m Mary Brookes S11 235 0180 

Bookworm Fr.pm.m Angela Butler S36 288 4778 

Drama Study Tu.pm.f John Parsons S11 230 4902 

Enjoying Literature I Th.am.m Jack Holland various 236 5060 

Enjoying Literature II We.pm.f Rita Brent S7 258 5896 

Novel Reading I Mo.pm.4w Pam West S10 266 2188 

Novel Reading II Mo.pm.m Kay Beeston S11 01433 631 247 

Novel Reading III Fr.am.m Judith Vernier various 01246 418 607 

Novel Reading IV We.am.m Mary Simpson S5 245 2568 

Play Reading I Tu.pm.4w Ruth Abel various 272 0404 

Play Reading II Fr.pm.m Doreen Findlay S11 266 8577 

Play Reading III Th.pm.4w Mavis Frost S 17 236 4249 

Poetry for Pleasure We.pm.f Pat Parkin S17 236 8009 

Poetry Study We.pm.f Enid Bennett S11 236 1379 

Shakespeare for Pleasure Tu.am.f Kay Nicholson S11 230 7576 

Story Writers Tu.am.4wk Margaret Briddon various 262 0501 

MUSIC 

Enjoying Opera I Mo.pm.f John Williams S10 230 4568 

Listening to Music (SE) Th.pm.f Brenda Keeling various 266 1635 

Listening to Music I We.am.f Kenneth Seal S11 230 3914 

Listening to Music II We.pm.f Ray Cottam S8 235 0536 

Music Appreciation I We.pm.f David Andrews S11/17 235 3389 

Music Appreciation II Th.pm.f David Andrews S6 235 3389 

Singing for Pleasure Fr.pm.f Irene Lees S1 267 1857 

PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES 

Bowling Crown Green (SE) Th.am.w John Hunt S20 269 8811 

Bowling Crown Green Mo./Th.am.w Keith Alcock S8 230 7813 

Bowling Indoor - Mon Mo.am.w Keith Alcock S36 230 7813 

Country Dancing Tu.pm.f Marjorie Michael S8 236 6892 

Croquet Th.pm.w Peter Jones S7 230 5987 

Table Tennis Mo.&Th.am.w Susan Wormald S17 268 0487 

Tai Chi I Tu.am.w Jenny Freeman S35 220 6670 

Yang at Heart Fr.am.w Angela Butler S36 288 4778 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY, SOCIAL SCIENCE 

Environment I Tu.am.f Elisabeth Vallance S8 255 3132 

Environment II Th.am.f Frank Abel S11 272 0404 

Geology We.--.m Dan Higbid various 230 3919 

Natural History I Tu.am.m Chris Hobson various 253 0416 

Natural History II Th.--.m Marion Edmondson various 235 0313 

Science & Technology Mo.alt/am/pm.m Mike Bennett S8 236 1813 

Sustainable Development Various.m Rose Tanner various 245 0200 
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Group Coordinators are reminded that SU3A has a YHA Group Card, which means that 
non-YHA members do not have to pay the £3 per night additional charge. Please contact 
Marion Edmondson on (0114) 235 0313 for further details if you are planning a trip involving 
stays in Youth Hostels. 

SOCIAL 

After Hours Eve/weekend Mary Entwisle various 255 2368 

After Hours NW Tu.eve.m Joyce Franks various 234 8587 

Dining Out I We.pm.m Lorna Baker various 236 9025 

Dining Out II We.pm.m Roy Morris various 236 3800 

Dining Out NW Tu.eve.m Pamela Conroy various 288 7081 

WALKING 

Dippers "Too" (7-10mls) Mo.--.f Ron Little various 249 2886 

Dippers I (4-6mls) Mo.--.f Donald Ward various 296 0629 

Dog Friendly Walking Grp Th.--.m Martin Young various 246 5722 

Gannets (5-7mls) Mo.--.f John Lees various 267 1857 

Late Walkers (5mls) We.am.w Jill Whyms various 01246 291 590 

Peak in Bloom Su.--.f Wendy Taylor Pk Dst 230 9290 

Strollers I  (Public Trspt.) We.--.f Freda Hunt various 269 8811 

Strollers II (Public Trspt.) Mo.--.f Freda Hunt various 269 8811 

Strollers II (Saturday) Sa.--.f Norman Benson various 236 1080 

Strollers II (Tuesday) Tu.am.f Clive Williams various 230 8177 

Strollers III (Public Trspt.) We.--.f Pat Clifton various 251 0450 

Strollers III (Saturday) Sa.am.f Judy Hillman various 266 7574 

Strollers SE (Saturday) Sa.am.f Barbara Steel various 247 4696 

Sunday Walkers (7-9 mls) Su.--.f Mary Holyoake various 236 8490 

Walking Grp A (5-6mls) Alt Tu./We.--.w Jack Wearing various 01246 413 613 

Walking Grp B (7-9mls) Alt Tu./We.--.w Sue Hepworth various 237 7385 

Walking Grp C (5-7mls) Alt Tu./We.--.w Gilbert Smith various 230 5769 

Walking Grp D (10-12mls) Alt We./Th.--.w Harold Moore various 268 6632 

Walking Grp E (5-7mls) Alt We./Th.--.w John Ould various 236 9606 

Walking Grp F (10-14mls) Alt We./Th.--.w Peter Digby various 236 6821 

Walking Grp G (5-7mls) Th.am.w Glyn Davies various 289 0987 

Walking Grp H (9-10mls) Mo.--.w Marion Edmondson various 235 0313 

Walking Grp J (10-15mls) Alt Tu./We.--w Bill Barraclough various 258 1294 

Walking Grp K (5-7mls)PubTrspt. Th.--.f Pat Clifton various 251 0450 

Walking Grp L (4-5 mls) Th.am.w Barbara Cassidy various 262 0699 

Walking Grp M (6-8mls) Fr.--.w David Lightowler various 236 3177 

Walking Grp N (5-7mls) Fr.am.w Sheila Harris various 236 9653 

Walking Grp NW (3-6-mls) Th.am.w Mary Condon S36 288 5238 

Walking Grp P (8-10mls) Alt We./Th.--.w Jean Rodgers various 01433 630 216 

Walking Grp Q (5-7mls) Tu.am.f Anne Chatterton S5/S35 246 2106 

Walking Grp SE (8mls) Tu.--.w Kenneth Stringfellow S20 230 4063 

THE FOLLOWING GROUPS ARE ADVERTISED IN LINKS AND ARE OPEN TO ALL MEMBERS 

Classical Concertgoers' various 236 6257 Derek & Maureen Shipley   

ICT Tu.pm.w Clare Chiba S10 01433 659 864 

Literature Network various Rita Brent  S11 258 5896 

Lunch & Lecture various Barbara Steel S8 247 4696 

Travel various Shirley Marney various 235 0801 
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Scrabble for Fun 

 

If, like me (I am fairly mediocre at it, but happy to play), you think a 
small Scrabble for Fun Group will be useful socially, then please 
contact me. It is proposed to meet on Saturday afternoons,  
fortnightly, at my home in Sheffield 8 initially. 
 

Aud Bradley ........................................................... (0114) 236 0795 

Lunch and Chat Social Group 

 

This new Group will be meet at the Blue Bell public house at 
Wharncliffe Side, on the fourth Thursday of each month, from  
12 noon. The 57, 58 and Tramlink buses stop outside and there is 
car parking at the side of the pub. If you are interested please  
telephone Sylvia Parry. 
 

Sylvia Parry ............................................................ (0114) 288 2918 

Portuguese Language Group  

 

Would you like to learn from new or brush up your holiday and  
everyday Portuguese? We are proposing a self help group to work 
together on this, but we would also be delighted if either a native or 
fluent Portuguese speaker or a teacher of Portuguese would be 
willing to help, even on an occasional basis. Any takers?  
 

Please contact Michael and Pauline Miller by telephone  
(0114) 258 3678  

Ideas Discussion Group 

 

A second attempt is being made to establish a new Discussion 
Group, which has a small but keen following at present. It meets on  
Mondays mornings once per month at Manirnor Farm, Wharncliffe 
Side, Brightholmlee, Sheffield S35 0DB.If you are interested in  
joining, please contact Alec Jenner by letter, phone  
Alec Jenner ............................................................ (0114) 286 2546 
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Travel News 

Travel Organising Committee 
 

Shirley Marney, Coordinator (0114) 235 0801 
Barry De Roek, Treasurer (0114) 236 9169 
Derek Shipley, Minutes Secretary (0114) 236 6257    
Margaret Bullivant (0114) 296 2256 
Barbara Robertshaw (0114) 236 9102      
Val Wiley (0114) 236 0726     
             

Only members of Sheffield U3A can join the tours/day trips. 
 

Holiday Insurance - All members travelling have full responsibility  
for arranging their own Travel Insurance. In no circumstances will  
Sheffield U3A be responsible for covering claims for loss of life,  
personal injury, medical expenses, accidents, loss or damage of  
luggage or personal property, cancellations or loss of deposits.  
Each member MUST insure themselves against such risks. 
 

Disabilities - When sending an application slip for a holiday or day  
trip, please inform the organiser of any disabilities. Whilst every  
effort will be made to accommodate a disabled person on all social 
trips, if there is a conflict of opinion the Tour Operator / Travel Agent  
or day trip venue will make the final decision. 
 

Cancellations - In the case of a cancellation please contact the  
organiser or another member of the Travel Group Committee as  
soon as possible. Refunds cannot be given for cancellations unless  
a replacement can be found. 
 

Pick-up Point - Please contact the Organiser if you are unable to be  
at your pick-up point, or want to change it.  
 

Envelopes - Please ensure that you attach the correct postage when 
sending applications. Envelopes larger than 240 x 165 x 5 mm  
(approx 9.4 x 6.5 x 0.2 in) require a large letter stamp. When sending  
a stamped addressed envelope it should be no less than DL size - 
220 x 110 mm (8.6 x 4.3 in), with the correct postage for its size. 
 

Please do not park in front of the doctor‟s surgery on Millhouses Lane.  
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Travel Excursions and Holiday 

Southport Flower Show  

Friday 21 August 2009 

 
Our August visit takes us to one of the major attractions of the 
North West - the annual four-day Southport Flower Show, covering 
34 acres in Victoria Park. This is the largest independent flower 
show in the country – even bigger than the Chelsea version. More 
than 70,000 visitors will attend the Festival and are easily absorbed 
in the large grounds. It promises to be an exciting experience, with 
lots to see and do, displays, craft and trade stands, food and  
entertainment. TV and national gardening celebrities will be  
present. 
 
Two options are available - the Flower Show itself or, for those who 
are not gardening enthusiasts, an enjoyable day out in Southport. 
This is an attractive sea-side town, with wide open streets,  
traditional shops and stores, parks, lakes, a long pier and many  
cafes, tea shops and restaurants in which to relax. 
 
The inclusive cost (travel, gratuities and admission to the Flower 
Show) is £29.00; but without entrance to the Flower Show is 
£16.60. Food and refreshments are not included, but are readily 
available in the Show and town. 
 
To reserve places, please use the booking slip at the end of this  
issue and send, with a small C6/DL size stamped addressed  
envelope, to Derek Shipley. 

Epworth Old Rectory and Brodsworth Hall 

Tuesday 8 September 2009 

 
On arrival at the Old Rectory and Physic Garden we shall enjoy a 
well earned cup of coffee and an introductory talk. 
 
The Old Rectory was the home of John Wesley, the founder of the 
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Methodist movement. His father Samuel, a typical 18
th 

century  
parish priest, and his wife Susanna lived in this Queen Anne style 
house with their ever increasing family - she had 19 children, only 
ten of whom survived infancy. Susanna was a highly intelligent and 
articulate woman who educated all her children at home. She held 
the first ever female led Methodist style meeting for over 200 in the 
Rectory kitchen. We shall be conducted around the house by 
guides relating the fascinating story of the Wesley family. 
 
In the grounds is the Physic Garden, created to celebrate the  
contribution made by John Wesley to the well being of the poor 
who were unable to pay for a physician. In the Physic Garden and 
around the grounds are many seats where you can enjoy your own 
picnic lunch. Please note that lunch is not provided. 
 
After lunch we shall leave Epworth to journey to Brodsworth Hall. 
The Hall was built in the 1860s in the Italianate style and is one of 
England‟s most unaltered Victorian houses. The gardens are a  
series of “gardens in miniature”. Of special interest are the  
delightful floral displays, the woodland garden, the statue walks 
and the Fern Dell. We shall return to Sheffield at 4.30 pm. 
 
The cost of the trip is £20 per person. This includes coach fare, tips 
for the driver, entrance fees and morning coffee at the Rectory. To 
reserve places, please complete the booking slip at the end of this 
issue and send it with a cheque and a small C6/DL size stamped  
addressed envelope, to Val Wiley, to arrive no later than Friday 
19 June 2009. 

Winter Warmer to Tenerife 

March 16 to 30, 2010 

 
Come and join us for some sun in March at the 4* Hotel Torviscas 
Playa in Tenerife. We fly from Manchester, and spend fourteen 
nights on half-board basis. The hotel is in the Torviscas area, near 
to a bus stop, restaurants and bars; and 150 metres from the  
nearest sandy beach. It has two swimming pools, and sun terraces. 
There are tennis courts, table tennis, a wellness and beauty centre 
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offering a range of treatments, a daily entertainment programme 
with regular evening shows. The rooms have TV, telephone, air 
conditioning and a balcony or terrace with a sea view. 
 

The cost is £962 per person if sharing and £1,232 for a single 
room; and this includes coaches to the airport and the drivers‟  
gratuities. Members must arrange their own travel insurance.  
 

To reserve a place please complete the slip at the end of this issue, 
and send with a deposit of £150 and a large C4 size stamped  
addressed envelope to Shirley Marney.  

Booking Forms and Reply Slips 

 

For those of you who do not wish to cut up your copy of Links 
to send back booking forms and reply slips, it is suggested you 
either copy the form using a copier or scanner, or download the 
form from the SU3A website. However, please note that a 
copy of the actual form MUST be returned as directed - 
hand written copies will NOT be accepted. 

Reply Envelopes 

 

Some members have been confused by the instruction in some  
adverts in Links that require small or large stamped addressed  
envelopes. What size is small? How large is large? Over the next 
few issues it is the intention to standardise the descriptions using 
the International (ISO) standard sizes. It is expected that one the 
following four common sizes will be the most requested - 
 

The required size will be designated by its code - e.g. C5.  
Contributors are requested to keep a note of these sizes for future 
reference. 

C4  229 x 324 mm 9 x 12.75 in  for a flat A4 sheet size 

C5 162 x 229 mm 3.37 x 9 in for a flat A5 sheet or A4 sheet 
folded in half 

C6 114 x 162 mm 4.5 x 6.37 in For A5 sheet folded in half 

DL 110 x 220 mm 4.32 x 8.69 in For A4 sheet folded in thirds 
or A5 sheet folded in half 
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Members’ Contributions 

Climate Change Lectures 

 
We have had two further meetings in the comfortable surroundings 
of the Quaker Meeting House. The meeting held on the 20 March 
was entitled Doing Things Differently. During the afternoon we  
listened to three very different speakers;  
 

Firstly Nick Clegg MP spoke about national and international  
perspectives in relation to climate change. He reminded us that the 
current economic crisis is of more immediate concern to politicians, 
but felt that they must not forget the environmental crisis. On a 
more positive note there has recently been a radical change in the 
thinking of the EU, which is now determined to go ahead with  
climate change proposals. Nick Clegg does not think the nuclear 
route is the best way forward, but said that politicians will not get 
round to establishing alternatives because nuclear energy  
resources are easy and quick to establish. 
 

Nick Parsons, the Director of SY Energy Centre, gave us an  
invigorating talk about alternative energy options - such as solar 
panels, photovoltaics and wind turbines. He explained how they 
worked and how expensive they are. His conclusion was that a 
small household which was careful with water, had full insulation 
and controlled heating did not need alternative sources of energy.  
His main point was that we all must use less energy, rather than 
looking for ways to produce it. 
 

Finally, Nigel Dunnett, Reader in Urban Horticulture, University of 
Sheffield gave us an enjoyable, beautifully illustrated talk about  
Urban Environments of the Future. Nigel‟s work and research is on 
developing ways of getting nature back into cities. He talked about 
pictorial meadow planting schemes, which paint the landscape with 
colour. He suggested that these inspire a social revolution – people 
like naturalistic planting and interact with them. Nigel also talked 
about the greening of roofs, which then absorb heat in summer to 
keep the building cool, absorb rain and support wildlife. He said 
that Sheffield Council is very supportive of these initiatives in the 
city. 
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The meeting held on 30 March had a local bias. It was entitled 
Sheffield‟s Strategies for Action and again we had three speakers.   
 

Firstly Steve Byers, Eco Management and Audit Officer with  
Sheffield City Council talked about the Council‟s strategy for  
climate change. He said that the City Council wants to put climate 
change at the heart of everything they do; and is actually doing 
more than we may be aware of.  Each Department has  
eco-champions and an eco-auditing system; and the Council is 
now trying to get all its suppliers and contractors onto the Council‟s  
eco-strategy. Beighton won the first eco-city award because it is a 
fine example of many groups working together. 
 

Jennie Patient, of Sheffield Campaign Against Climate Change and 
Transition Town Sheffield, gave a talk which overlapped with that of 
Steve Byers. Jenny talked about ecological foot-printing and 
pointed out that we use three planets' worth of resources now but 
could reduce that to two planets by individual effort. We live our 
current lifestyles as if we had ten slaves each. This is obviously not 
sustainable. Huge government policy changes are needed to  
reduce usage of resources to one planet. 
 

Transition Towns are about building a resilient, self-reliant  
community. The movement is proving very successful in Totnes, 
where it began, but is much more of a challenge in a city like ours.  
By March 2008 there were 180 towns in transition. Currently, within 
Sheffield, there are three local groups, Nether Edge/Sharrow, 
Heeley/Meersbrook and Burngreave. 
 

Thirdly, Mike Wiseman of Swansea U3A, talked about some of the 
major problems that will face the people of the world as a result of 
environmental problems due to human activity. He talked about the 
melting of glaciers and permafrost, water shortages and rising sea 
levels and of how we have already depleted two thirds of the 
planet‟s resources. 
 

Mike pointed out that if we do not do anything we will fail the next 
generation; we have a comfortable sheltered life comparatively and 
we need to put something back. One thing we could do is to get 
hold of the policies of large organisations and ask questions of 
them in relation to climate change. 
 

Greta Pearman 
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High Drama at Tapton School 

 

What did you do during the war? 
 

Mainly, I wasn’t yet born. 
 

One bitter December evening I received a call inviting me to Tapton 
School. I can see the school from my window, but have never  
ventured near it.  
 

„Fifteen year old kids, keep me away from them,‟ I hear you say, but 
then you haven‟t met Naomi Evans-Mudie, their persuasive and  
charming drama teacher. She asked Cliff Crellin and I to help her 
with her GCSE class. 
 

Later in the winter Cliff and I joined a team of local people who  
remembered their childhood during the war years. We sat in a row 
at one end of a drama studio trying to stop our knees from  
knocking. What had we let ourselves in for? 
 

More than twenty 
smartly dressed  
teenagers trooped 
in, also wondering 
what this was about. 
„Good morning 
Miss,‟ they each  
addressed Naomi. 
They sat with pens 
poised as we told 
them about the  
traumas of  

 

SHEFFIELD U3A TRAVEL  
 

PLEASE NOTE THAT  

ONLY POSTAL APPLICATIONS   

WILL BE ACCEPTED FOR HOLIDAYS AND DAY TRIPS 
 
 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU USE THE CORRECT POSTAGE  
and include the SAE envelope size requested  

 

Tapton pupils Hannah, Peter and Tom 
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evacuation, bombing, Lord Haw-Haw and the terrors of Nazi  
occupation. Page after page of notes appeared by their laps.  
Halfway through the morning they passed us drinks and home 
made flapjacks. School was never like that in our time! 
 

A month later I returned to Tapton. In the half light of the drama  
studio I noticed several SU3A faces, plus classes from Fir Vale 
where Naomi also teaches. She had created an impressive  
introductory film with pictures of Chamberlain, Churchill and 
bombed out houses; together with a voice over of Noel Coward. 
The scene was set. 

Those fifteen year olds 
re-enacted our stories 
and had researched the 
topic through IT skills. 
The drama started with 
war-torn family life,  
homesickness and 
ended with a soldier  
returning from the war. 
The boy who recited the 
poem „Do not Call me a 
Hero,‟ is someone none 
of us will easily forget. 
Later he escorted us to 

the car park, shook hands and made us feel we would be welcome 
to return to Tapton.  
 

The courtesy and friendliness of the girls and boys was a joy to all 
of us. Thanks so much Naomi – we certainly will be back. 
 

Peter Barclay 

Sheffield Stories – the Teenage Years:  

Using Drama to Build Bridges between 

Generations 

 

Sheffield is piloting a new way to build bridges between the  
generations – through teenage pupils interviewing retired people, 
about their lives when they were teenagers, and then creating 
shows or other art forms based on these.  

Peter, Naomi and Cliff 
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The pilot was at Tapton School and as a result about 40 young 
people met 12 retired people and heard about how life was very 
different when they were teenagers. Following this, the drama 
groups put on two shows and invited the people they interviewed to 
see their experiences come to life. The exercise was highly  
successful and very enjoyable from the retired people‟s point of 
view, as you can see from Peter Barclay‟s account in this edition of 
Links. 
 
Sheffield City Council would like other schools to have the option of 
doing this, as part of the city‟s Community Cohesion strategy. This 
will mean finding other retired people across the city to take part. 
 
Sheffield U3A has offered to help find people who would be  
interested in doing something similar with other schools. If you 
would like to be involved in this, on a no commitment basis, please 
contact Denise West on (0114) 274 6797 or e-mail her at  
. Denise will also be at the June Drop-in.   
 
This initiative may form the basis of a bid for Government funding 
under a programme called Generations Together.  
 
Some quotes from the teachers and retired people who took part:- 
 
“We felt very privileged to have been interviewed by such well  
mannered children, who were kind, considerate and intensely  
interested in our teenage experiences and exploits. We all enjoyed 
the experience and wouldn‟t have missed it for the world.” 
 
“The speakers were all exceptional and have managed to enthuse 
the students with their detailed and at times horrific stories of the 
war. I don't think any of us realised what a profound effect it would 
have on everyone involved. The students have been talking to me 
about the experience and some of them found the stories very 
emotional.“ 
 

Denise West 

 

Links 142: the last date for copy is MONDAY 6 JULY 2009 
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Obituary - Nigel Sandford 1939 - 2009 

 
It is with great sadness that we report the untimely death of 
Nigel Sandford, following a twelve month battle with cancer.  
He remained calm and resolute to the end and died peacefully 
in his sleep aged 69. 
 

Nigel was educated at Magdalen College Oxford and chose a 
career in teaching, eventually becoming a head teacher in 
Stokesley and Dronfield. With reorganisation, he took early  
retirement and found a second career in administration for the 
Arthritis Research Campaign. He joined Sheffield U3A and  
became Editor of Links for four years. 
 

He met Pamela in 1972 and they were married for 36 years. 
They have two children, Martin and Gillian, and two  
grandchildren. 
 

We shall remember Nigel as a family man and loyal husband, 
a man of integrity, with intense interests and a deep and  
wide-ranging love of music and literature. He was self-effacing 
and an excellent organiser. He involved himself in many  
areas. Enjoying physical activity, he had walked the Cleveland 
Way and the Coast to Coast path. In his youth he enjoyed 
climbing in the Lake District, Wales and Switzerland. Later in 
SU3A he was a regular member of Walking Group D and  
involved himself in a Drama Discussion Group. His great  
passion, however, was music, especially opera. He founded 
and led the Enjoying Opera Group and was a leading member 
of the Classical Concertgoers‟ Committee. 
 

He shared a love of travel with Pamela. Together they  
travelled the globe, visiting the music and opera capitals of the 
world. In addition, they toured the UK and Europe in their 
camper van each year. 
 

It would be difficult to overstate Nigel‟s contribution to  
Sheffield U3A. We shall miss his enthusiasm, energy and 
friendship. 

Derek Shipley & John Williams 
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Epigrams 

 

“Heardst thou yon groan?” proceed no further, 
„Twas laurel‟d Martial calling murther.” 
 

Robert Burns 
 

At risk of rousing a ghost, here are epigrams by Martial with very 
free translation. 
 
exigis ut nostros donem tibi, Tucca, libellos 
non faciam; nam vis vendere, non legere. 
 

Lucca, my book I will not give, for I know well 
You do not read, but only sell. 

 

„Thaida Quintus amat.‟  „quam Thaida?‟  „Thaida luscam.‟ 
unum oculum Thais non habet, Ille duos. 
 

You love a one-eyed girl, „tis true, 
She‟s blind in one eye, you in two. 

 

languebam: sed tu comitatus protinus ad me 
venisti centum, Symmache discipulis, 
centum me tetigere manus Aquilone gelatae; 
non habui febrem, Symmache: nunc habeo. 
 

When I am ill, you come with speed. 
Plus a hundred students I don‟t need. 
Their freezing hands touch me in turn. 
I had no fever, now I burn. 

 

miraris veteres, Vacerra, solos 
nec laudas nisi mortuos poetas. 
ignoscas petimus, Vacerr:; tanti 
non est, ut placeam tibi, perire. 
 

You praise old poets that you read. 
You much prefer those who are dead. 
The modern poets whom you deplore 
Think your praise not worth dying  

By Pat Parkin - Latin III 


